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ON PATENTABILITY 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Applicants submit herewith a copy of the International Preliminary Report on 
Patentability issued in the corresponding international patent application. Each reference cited in 
the Report has been cited by Applicant in an Information Disclosure Statement filed in the 
captioned application. 
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Applicant believes no fee is due with this response. However, if a fee is due, please 
charge our Deposit Account No. 03-2775, under Order No. 13 156-00037-US Jfrom which the 
undersigned is authorized to draw. 
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PCT 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter II of I he Patent Cooperation Treaty) 

f PCT Article ?G and Rule 70) 



Applicants or agent's file reference 

ep049458 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/009358 



FOR FURTHER ACTION 



Sec Form PCT/IPEA/416 



International filing date Uhyfrnonth/year) 

20. 08.2004 



International Patent Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 

C08F4/40, C08F20/00 



Priority dale (ttfly/wotith/ytur) 

21.08.2003 



Applicant 

BASF AKTXENGESEXiXiSCHAFT 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 

3, 



This REPORT consists of a total of 3 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(Stni io the appticaiit and to the International Bureau) a total of 

□ 



Sheets, as follows: 



□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended a n d are the basis for cWs report and/or 
Sheets containing recti ficaiions authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative 
Instructions). . 

—I sheets which supersede eadier stats, but which this Amhomy considers contain an amendment that goes beyond 
— the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the Supplemental 
Box. 

(tent to the International Bureau onty) a total of (Indicate type and number of electronic carriers); 



- . containing a sequence listing ondVbr tables 

related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated in the Supple mem a! Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see 
Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 



This report contain* indications relating to the following items; 

Basis of the report 
Priority _ _ _ 

NOrt-esirtbtishmrnt of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack oronity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations supporting such sraiemcnt 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in die International application 

Certain observations on the international application 





Box No. I 


_□ 


Box No, II 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 


El 


Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


BoxNo-Vn 


□ 


BoxNo.Vm 



Date of submission Of (he demand 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/EP 



Facsimile No. 



Date of oompleii on of this report 



Authorized officer 



Telephone No. 



Form PCT/J PEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENf A BILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/EP2004/009358 



Box No. I 



Basis of the report 



Wiih regard !u the Laiifiiiiigo, this rqwt is based on the mlernation.il application in the language in which it was filed, unless oiherwiie 
indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based an translations from the original language into the following language 

— ' which is ihe language of a translation furnished for the purpose .s of: — — . 

□ International search (Rule 12.3 and 23. I(b)> 

□ publication of the iiucrtuttOoul application (Rule 12.4) 

□ international prcununary eKAminaiion (Rule 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

With regard to the dements of the international apph'calion* lhis report is based on (}-epIactment sheets which haw batn furnished to the 
receiving Offlr* in tvspOnsc io an invitation imdsr Article 14 are referred to in if us report as " originally filed" and an not annexed to 
this report): 

□ the international application as originally GleoVruTTrishcd 
the description: • • 

pages 1^28 

pagefl* 

P a S*s* 

El Ihe chums: 



as originally filed/ furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



1-15 



as originally fileaVfurrushed 



□OS.* 



as amended (together wiih any statement) under Article 19 



□ ,ho 



n>eejved by lhis Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



drawings: 

shed* 

she**-* 

sheets* 



as originally filed/fumixbcd 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related tsbleCs) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

□ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ Ihe claims, nos. 

□ the drawing*. sheers/figs 

the sequence listing (specify): ____ 

any iable(s) related lo sequence listing (qxcifr*): 



4 1 ™ 5 rc I wl been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below hod not been made, since 
they have been considered to fso beyond the disclosure as filed as indieared id ihe Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c) >. 

□ lb* description, pages 

□ the claims, nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specifi*)'- 

□ any toble<s> related to sequence listing (specify?. 



If Hem 4 applies, some or all of those thews may br marked "superseded. " 
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INTERNATIONAL PKBtlMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Itilttoaxion&l application No. 

PCT/EP2004/009358 



Hox No. V Reasoned statement Ulldcr Article 35(2) wtth regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability: 
citations and explanations ."aipporting guch statement _ 

1. Statement 

Novelty (Nl 

lnvmlivc step (IS) 



Claims 1~1 5 
Claims 



Claims 3- 3.5 
Claims 



Industrial applicability (IA) claims 1~15 
Claims 



YHS 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



1 Citations and £t^na^ifs\tftue 7tf7) ' " ~* 

The subject matter of the application is novel and 
inventive (PCX Article 33(1) to (3)). 



Document Dl describes emulsion polymerisation of polar 
monomers using various initiator systems. Numerous redox 
systems are mentioned, including 2-hydroxy-2-sulphinato 
acetic acid (paragraph 34) r but there is nothing to 
indicate that this reducing agent or a salt thereof is used 
in an inverse emulsion polymerisation reaction. Through the 
use of 2-hydroxy-2-sulphinato acetic acid in an inverse 
emulsion polymerisation reaction it is possible to avoid an 
induction time, which is a disadvantageous aspect of the 
prior art. The resulting products have good fish-eye and 
swe-rLing-partn^^val^e^ (se'e tffie ' description; 'page 3*, '" 
third paragraph, and page 12, lines 17 to 19) . This method 
is not obvious from document Dl . 



Although it is not supported by test results, the argument 
relating to the novelty and inventiveness of product-by- 
process claim 6 is plausible. 

The invention is industrially applicable. 
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